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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

A GROUP OF ABOUT 30 EMPLOYEES 
WERE BROUGHT INTO A ROOM WITH HUN-
DREDS OF BALLOONS. EVERY EMPLOYEE 
WAS INSTRUCTED TO WRITE THEIR NAME 
ON A BALLOON, BUT BE VERY CAREFUL TO 
NOT POP THE BALLOON. THE EMPLOYEES 
THEN LEFT THE ROOM FOR A SHORT PERI-
OD OF TIME WHILE THE BALLOONS WERE 
SHUFFLED. THEIR NEXT TASK WAS TO FIND 
THE BALLOON WITH THEIR NAME ON IT. AF-
TER ABOUT 15 MINUTES, THE EMPLOYEES 
COULD NOT FIND THEIR BALLOONS. THEN, 
THE LEADER TOLD EVERYONE TO PICK UP 
A BALLOON AND RETURN IT TO THE PERSON 
WHOSE NAME WAS ON IT. WITHIN A COUPLE 
OF MINUTES, ALL THE BALLOONS FOUND 
THEIR ORIGINAL OWNER. 

I BET YOU’RE WONDERING, WHY DID 
I JUST READ A STORY ABOUT BALLOONS? 
WELL, DID YOU CATCH THE NOT-SO-SE-
CRET LESSON I WAS TRYING TO TEACH YOU? 
THE MINUTE THE EMPLOYEES WORKED TO-
GETHER, THE TASK WAS COMPLETED MUCH 
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FASTER AND MORE EFFICIENTLY. THIS IS A 
LESSON ON TEAMWORK LADIES AND GEN-
TLEMEN. 

SOMETIMES WE GET CAUGHT UP IN TRY-
ING TO DO EVERYTHING BY OURSELVES. 
WE THINK WE CAN DO THE BEST JOB 
OURSELVES. WE GET INTO OUR ZONE AND 
AVOID COLLABORATING WITH OTHERS, 
WHEN IN REALITY, THAT MIGHT BE EXACT-
LY WHAT YOU NEED. COMPANIES, CLUBS, 
GROUPS, FRIENDS, AND EVEN THE CARDI-
NAL COURIER STAFF ARE MUCH MORE EF-
FICIENT WHEN THERE IS A WILLINGNESS TO 
WORK AND SHARE TOGETHER. 

THE CARDINAL COURIER STAFF HAS 
WORKED TOGETHER AS A TEAM FOR YEARS, 
AND CONTINUES TO STRIVE FOR SUCCESS 
EACH AND EVERY DAY. EACH MEMBER 
KNOWS THAT IT’S BETTER TO HAVE TWO 
HEADS THAN ONE. WE ALL WORK TOGETH-
ER IN EVERY STEP OF THE PRODUCTION 
PROCESS. FROM THE STORY GENERATING, 
TO THE WRITING, TO THE EDITING, TO THE 
POSTING, ALL STEPS REQUIRE MULTIPLE 
PEOPLE. WE WORK LIKE A MACHINE, BE-

CAUSE WE KNOW WE NEED TO WORK TO-
GETHER. I COMMEND OUR TEAMWORK, AND 
I HOPE IT IS PORTRAYED IN THE FOLLOW-
ING PAGES. 

WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THE NEWEST ISSUE 
OF THE CARDINAL COURIER.

 
VALERIE KOLOSSOVSKY

EDITOR-IN-CHEIF
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Million Veterans 
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Foundation has 
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Campus Ministry has been a 
long-standing tradition here at St. 
John Fisher College. Right now this 
organization is beginning to face 
changes, starting with the search for 
a new Campus Minister. 

The search for the new Campus 
Minister has been going on for sev-
eral months now. The search pro-
cess has taken different aspects and 
thoughts into consideration to create 
a very thorough and inclusive search. 

The search has consisted of a 
multitude of methods and people. A 
committee has been formed to help 
aid the process along. This commit-
tee contains students, faculty mem-
bers and community sources, all who 
are very involved in Campus Ministry, 
in hopes of fi nding a Campus Min-
ister who will meet the standards of 
students and faculty alike. 

The person in charge of the search 
process is Dr. DeJesús-Rueff, Vice 
President for Student Affairs and 
Diversity Initiatives. The search is 
well underway, and it started in the 
second week of September.  He was 
able to go over the search process, 
and explain the type of person that 
they are hoping to fi nd.

The position was fi rst posted 
through St. John Fisher College and 
then created a committee including 
faculty members such as Dr. Fer-
nando Ontiveros and people who 
represent other areas of the school, 
including students to hear voices 
from relevant sectors of the com-
munity. This particular search also 
includes a community member who 
is heavily involved in the liturgy on 
campus. 

After the creation of the commit-
tee, the next steps that they would 
take is to begin sorting and reviewing 
the applicants. When discussing the 
search process Dr. DeJesus spoke 
about the ways that the search com-
mittee has tried to streamline the 
process. 

“For this search I have created a set 
of protocol questions,” he said. “Each 
applicant gets asked these questions. 

This way we have a baseline for each 
applicant.”

Once the committee picked a se-
lection of applicants that seem to be 
meeting the qualifi cations, they be-
gan with phone interviews. As of two 
weeks ago, the committee began the 
process  of selecting the candidates 
to be considered as the “fi nalists.” 
The committee has worked together 
to select four applicants as fi nalists.  

Once the fi nalists were picked, the 
in-person interviews were scheduled. 
The fi nalists met with Dr. Dejesus as 
well as the committee and members 
of Campus Ministry. 

Jacob Thorp, a student who is  in-
volved in Campus Ministry as well as 
being on the search committee, was 

asked about the search process and 
what it is like being on the search 
committee. He responded, “I get the 
impression that my input is being 
equally valued compared to the opin-
ions of the faculty members.”

Unlike other searches, there was a 
unique diffi culty in this search. The 
newly appointed Director of Cam-
pus Ministry, Dr. Kevin Mannara, is 
currently off-campus completing his 
studies. Even though he is not cur-
rently at the college, he is aware of all 
steps taking place. Therefore it’s been 
more of a challenge to make sure that 
all necessary parties are involved. 

However, despite the challenges, 
the committee is still keeping on 
schedule. The committee keeps in 
touch with Dr. Mannara by sending 
regular updates as well as convey-
ing the applicants that they believe 
would be best for the position. In 
mid-November, Dr. Mannara will 
meet with the fi nalists that the com-
mittee deems fi t for the position. Dr. 
Mannara has the fi nal say, as he will 
be working extremely close with the 

new Campus Minister.
Dr. Ontiveros is a member of the 

search committee, and a faculty 
member who keeps the Catholic faith 
alive on the Fisher campus. When 
speaking with Dr. Ontiveros, it be-
came clear that the search is making 
sure that there is support for all reli-
gions. He said that, “We’d like to have 
our cake and eat it too. Have good 
support for our Catholic students as 
well as have somebody that can bring 
this idea of Catholic Inclusivity.”

Dr. DeJesus provided a detailed 
look into what qualifi cations and 
characteristics that the committee is 
looking for in the applicant’s re-
sumes. The search for a Campus Min-
ister is looking for a person who not 

only has the education 
to work well in this 
position, but also has 
the social-emotional 
skills to work with 
students and members 
of the community. The 

person in the position should be 
open-minded and approachable. 

The education aspect of the po-
sition would imply that the person 
would have a Masters of Divinity De-
gree, or a Master in Arts and Theolo-
gy, or another degree along that line. 
As well as experience that would be 
relevant to the position of Campus 
Minister.

Allie Esposito, a student involved 
in Campus Ministry, said, “I hope 
that they are welcoming to students 
who may not be religious or are still 
questioning their faiths. Hopefully, 
it will be someone who can relate to 
college-aged students.”

When speaking to Dr. DeJesus, 
Dr. Ontiveros, and Thorp who were 
on the committee, It was clear that 
whoever the committee found would 
be someone that would help Campus 
Ministry thrive even more.

The committee is hoping that 
the new Campus Minister will 
start somewhere between the end 
of November and the middle of 
January.

Search for new campuS miniSter BeginS
MORGAN ANDERSON | MPA03997@SJFC.EDU |       @MANDERSEN9622MORGAN ANDERSON | MPA03997@SJFC.EDU |       @MANDERSEN9622
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“I hope that they are welcoming to 
students who may not be religious or are 
still questioning their faiths. ”

- Allie Esposito



6          Cardinal Courier | Issue 2  November 2016 

Campus Ministry has been a 
long-standing tradition here at St. 
John Fisher College. Right now this 
organization is beginning to face 
changes, starting with the search for 
a new Campus Minister. 

The search for the new Campus 
Minister has been going on for sev-
eral months now. The search pro-
cess has taken different aspects and 
thoughts into consideration to create 
a very thorough and inclusive search. 

The search has consisted of a 
multitude of methods and people. A 
committee has been formed to help 
aid the process along. This commit-
tee contains students, faculty mem-
bers and community sources, all who 
are very involved in Campus Ministry, 
in hopes of fi nding a Campus Min-
ister who will meet the standards of 
students and faculty alike. 

The person in charge of the search 
process is Dr. DeJesús-Rueff, Vice 
President for Student Affairs and 
Diversity Initiatives. The search is 
well underway, and it started in the 
second week of September.  He was 
able to go over the search process, 
and explain the type of person that 
they are hoping to fi nd.

The position was fi rst posted 
through St. John Fisher College and 
then created a committee including 
faculty members such as Dr. Fer-
nando Ontiveros and people who 
represent other areas of the school, 
including students to hear voices 
from relevant sectors of the com-
munity. This particular search also 
includes a community member who 
is heavily involved in the liturgy on 
campus. 

After the creation of the commit-
tee, the next steps that they would 
take is to begin sorting and reviewing 
the applicants. When discussing the 
search process Dr. DeJesus spoke 
about the ways that the search com-
mittee has tried to streamline the 
process. 

“For this search I have created a set 
of protocol questions,” he said. “Each 
applicant gets asked these questions. 

This way we have a baseline for each 
applicant.”

Once the committee picked a se-
lection of applicants that seem to be 
meeting the qualifi cations, they be-
gan with phone interviews. As of two 
weeks ago, the committee began the 
process  of selecting the candidates 
to be considered as the “fi nalists.” 
The committee has worked together 
to select four applicants as fi nalists.  

Once the fi nalists were picked, the 
in-person interviews were scheduled. 
The fi nalists met with Dr. Dejesus as 
well as the committee and members 
of Campus Ministry. 

Jacob Thorp, a student who is  in-
volved in Campus Ministry as well as 
being on the search committee, was 

asked about the search process and 
what it is like being on the search 
committee. He responded, “I get the 
impression that my input is being 
equally valued compared to the opin-
ions of the faculty members.”

Unlike other searches, there was a 
unique diffi culty in this search. The 
newly appointed Director of Cam-
pus Ministry, Dr. Kevin Mannara, is 
currently off-campus completing his 
studies. Even though he is not cur-
rently at the college, he is aware of all 
steps taking place. Therefore it’s been 
more of a challenge to make sure that 
all necessary parties are involved. 

However, despite the challenges, 
the committee is still keeping on 
schedule. The committee keeps in 
touch with Dr. Mannara by sending 
regular updates as well as convey-
ing the applicants that they believe 
would be best for the position. In 
mid-November, Dr. Mannara will 
meet with the fi nalists that the com-
mittee deems fi t for the position. Dr. 
Mannara has the fi nal say, as he will 
be working extremely close with the 

new Campus Minister.
Dr. Ontiveros is a member of the 

search committee, and a faculty 
member who keeps the Catholic faith 
alive on the Fisher campus. When 
speaking with Dr. Ontiveros, it be-
came clear that the search is making 
sure that there is support for all reli-
gions. He said that, “We’d like to have 
our cake and eat it too. Have good 
support for our Catholic students as 
well as have somebody that can bring 
this idea of Catholic Inclusivity.”

Dr. DeJesus provided a detailed 
look into what qualifi cations and 
characteristics that the committee is 
looking for in the applicant’s re-
sumes. The search for a Campus Min-
ister is looking for a person who not 

only has the education 
to work well in this 
position, but also has 
the social-emotional 
skills to work with 
students and members 
of the community. The 

person in the position should be 
open-minded and approachable. 

The education aspect of the po-
sition would imply that the person 
would have a Masters of Divinity De-
gree, or a Master in Arts and Theolo-
gy, or another degree along that line. 
As well as experience that would be 
relevant to the position of Campus 
Minister.

Allie Esposito, a student involved 
in Campus Ministry, said, “I hope 
that they are welcoming to students 
who may not be religious or are still 
questioning their faiths. Hopefully, 
it will be someone who can relate to 
college-aged students.”

When speaking to Dr. DeJesus, 
Dr. Ontiveros, and Thorp who were 
on the committee, It was clear that 
whoever the committee found would 
be someone that would help Campus 
Ministry thrive even more.

The committee is hoping that 
the new Campus Minister will 
start somewhere between the end 
of November and the middle of 
January.

Search for new campuS miniSter BeginS
MORGAN ANDERSON | MPA03997@SJFC.EDU |       @MANDERSEN9622MORGAN ANDERSON | MPA03997@SJFC.EDU |       @MANDERSEN9622

一
攀

眀
猀

“I hope that they are welcoming to 
students who may not be religious or are 
still questioning their faiths. ”

- Allie Esposito

6          Cardinal Courier | Issue 2  November 2016 

Search for new campuS miniSter BeginS 
MORGAN ANDERSON | MPA03997@SJFC.EDU |       @MANDERSEN9622

Issue 2  November 2016 | Cardinal Courier          7
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A vision, seven decades in the mak-
ing, is fi nally coming to fruition with 
the construction of the new campus 
Chapel on the grounds of St. John 
Fisher College. In 1947, the Basilian 
Fathers fantasized of the academic 
and spiritual growth of a new college. 

An informal fundraising pam-
phlet from this time outlines what 
the priests hoped the parcel of land 
would become: “The main axis of the 
campus is arranged along the highest 
ground with the future Chapel dom-
inating the campus court.” A Chapel, 
adjacent to Kearney Hall, the Cam-
pus Center Quad, Keough Hall, and 
Lavery Library will fulfi ll the Basilian 
Fathers’ early vision.”

With the expected completion 
by the summer of 2017, this new 
state-of-the-art facility will house as 
many as 250 occupants, dwarfi ng the 
100-occupant capacity of the current 
Coleman Chapel.

Location was vital to the planning 
process, as the goal was to create a 
central hub of liturgy services for stu-
dents and the outside community.

 “Its prominent location will hope-
fully attract more attendees not only 
from our own campus but from the 
community at large,” said President 
Gerard Rooney. “It will be a new 
place that our current students will 
not only see take shape, but be able 
to contribute to its development.”

The project, in works for over fi ve 
years, began development through 
donation from the Hermance Family. 
Ronald Hermance was a member of 
the St. John Fisher College Board 
of Trustees who passed away in 2014 
and part of his bequest included 
funds that allowed the construction 

to occur.
 While the Chapel is being built 

through the Catholic tradition, its de-
sign and appointments will allow and 
encourage ecumenical and interfaith 
worship. Likewise, throughout the 
day it will provide an oasis for quiet 

refl ection for all looking to escape 
the hectic pace of campus life.

Dr. DeJesús-Rueff, Vice President 
of Student Affairs and Diversity Ini-
tiatives, provided additional insight.

“This would create a space that 
would honor the Basilian and Cath-

new chapel will 
Benefit college’S catholic 

tradition 
MICHAEL MARAGHI | MCM02270@SJFC.EDU |        @MARAGHI99MICHAEL MARAGHI | MCM02270@SJFC.EDU |        @MARAGHI99

consTrucTion Worker usinG excavaTor Taken by Jake allen
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olic heritage of the college, but it is 
also intended to be a space that is 
open to all faith traditions so that it 
would be a more welcoming place for 
all students and all persons regard-
less of their particular faith tradi-
tion,” he said.

President Rooney outlined addi-
tional uses of the Chapel outside of 
the religious scope, involving not 
only St. John Fisher students, but 
also alumni and the community 
members at large.

“As Coleman Chapel is now, the 
new Chapel will continue to be 
available for weddings and baptisms, 
among other ceremonies,” he said. 
“In fact, since the Chapel construc-
tion has been announced, we have 
received numerous calls from grad-
uates looking to have their wedding 
ceremonies in the new space.”

Christopher ‘CJ’ Wild, a freshman 
and regular attendant of weekly Mass, 
comments on the new development: 
“I think having a chapel that’s more 
centered around the rest of campus 
will be more beneficial and will really 
allow students who might be a little 
hesitant about having to walk all the 
way across the street to go to service.”

 Another student, Emily Risch, 
spoke fondly of the project and the 
potential for added participation. 
Emily is also a freshman who partic-
ipates in the musical side of worship 
at mass.

“[With] better acoustics, I think our 
sound will carry more,” Risch said. 
“It’ll seem louder, so people won’t be 
as intimidated to sing along if they 
wanted to but felt they didn’t have 
a good voice or were afraid to sing 
loudly.”

While the finished product may 
bring many benefits to the campus, 
the current construction has caused 
some temporary inconvenience. 
Emma Erdeli, a junior, detailed the 
struggles of having to deal with the 
disturbances of the process.

“The construction can be distract-

ing when I’m in classes,” she said. “It 
shakes the room, and if I’m studying 
in the library, it’s also distracting 
but not as bad. It hasn’t affected test 
taking yet but I’m kind of worried 
that it will.”

Fisher Players uses Cleary Audi-
torium in Kearney Hall for many 
of its shows, with its biggest show 
being the fall production of Grease. 
When asked how parking will be an 
issue for those coming to see Grease, 
Fisher Players Events Coordinator 
Jenna Keppel said “Well, it’s going to 
be a little hard to get in because they 
can’t get in through the main doors 
over there, but the major parking 
spots are up here so parking won’t be 
a problem.” 

Although parking won’t be an 
issue, those coming from off campus 
to see Grease might not know which 
door to enter in to get to Cleary 
Auditorium. Keppel goes on to 
explain how they will help with this 
issue: “It’ll be just like getting people 
inside so we’d have to like make signs 
for them to come in from the top.”

Joy Breeden, Disability Service 
Coordinator, is responsible for pro-
viding certain test taking accommo-

dations for students with disabilities 
in Kearney Hall. Oftentimes, one of 
the accommodations is being able 
to take tests in a reduced distraction 
environment with such resources as 
white noise machines, earplugs, and 
noise cancelling headphones. While 
those resources can reduce much of 
the noise, the building shaking is a 
distraction that cannot be eliminated. 

“Last week the building was shak-
ing pretty bad and I had to tell them 
that it’s not an earthquake, there’s 
just construction going on,” Breeden 
said.

Professor David Baronov, Chair of 
the department of Sociology, Crimi-
nology, and Anthropology, has much 
of his work in Kearney Hall.

“Definitely not a distraction, it’s 
more of a quirky break in your day,” 
he said. “So when they’re doing 
certain building, you’ll get shakings. 
The fourth floor is less than the low-
er floors, but you can definitely feel 
when they’re doing the initial foun-
dation work.”

The new chapel will be completed 
and ready to be used by students in 
Fall of 2017.

new chapel will 
Benefit college’S catholic 

tradition 
 

MICHAEL MARAGHI | MCM02270@SJFC.EDU |        @MARAGHI99
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The family of perhaps one of the 
most decorated St. John Fisher 
alums helped donate approximately 
$3.34 million to the new installation 
of a chapel being built adjacent to 
Kearney Hall. 

Ronald Hermance helped manage 
a Paramus, New Jersey based bank 
known as Hudson City Bancorp 
where he was the CEO from 2002 
until his death at the age of 67 in 
September of 2014. Before that he 
had been named president of the 
company in 1997. Hermance oversaw 
and lead the company’s agreement to 
merge with M&T Bank for what was 
at the time announced at $3.7 billion. 

His wife Kris Hermance claims the 
family had always envisioned donat-
ing this chapel to Fisher. 

 “It was always his dream that once 
the merger had gone through and 
he was retired, that we would donate 
this chapel,” she said. 

That dream stems from a long 
lasting admiration that Ron had for 
the college. Even before he joined 
the Board of Trustees in 2009, he had 
always found a way to stay involved.  
That was largely in part of a friend-
ship that he had with fellow Fisher 
alum Bob Moline. Moline has held 
multiple titles at Fisher including 
as the Athletic Director and most 
recently as the Director of Alumni 
Engagement. 

Moline said that the two regained 
touch roughly 10 years ago when Ron 
began to express interest in helping 
assist Fisher’s business students. 

He was honored in 2007 with the 
College’s Excellence in Management 
Award, which recognizes alumni who 
demonstrate outstanding leadership 
and managerial accomplishments.

 “As Hudson City’s leader, Ron 
had the vision, courage and initiative 
to negotiate the largest IPO in U.S. 
banking history,” Moline said. “As the 
manager of a huge fi nancial insti-
tution, Ron saw what others in the 
industry could not, and he did what 
others did not.”

 However, despite all of Ron’s 
accomplishments he is known more 
for his undeniable sincerity and 
kindness. 

 Moline added that long before 
Ron became a Board of Trustee 
member, he would take days out of 

A TRIBUTE TO A FISHER LEGEND
TANNER SWAN | TRS08849@SJFC.EDU |     @TANNERRSWAN
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his business schedule to travel to 
Rochester to make sure that his Aunt 
Monica Maloney was well taken care 
of.

 “I will tell you that Ron was one of 
the humblest, gracious, and ethical 
business leaders I have ever met,” 
Moline added. “I met many CEOs in 
my career in the computer industry 
and he was the type of leader I would 
hope every young business leader 
would emulate. He never took him-
self too seriously.”

 His ethical business approach 
shinned bright after the 9/11 attacks 
on New York City, which is a short 
drive from where Ron worked and 
lived in New Jersey. A major post 
office in New York City was destroyed 
as it was located in the World Trade 
Center, and both Ron and his em-
ployees noticed several mortgages 
were not being paid. This was either 
due to people simply not paying the 
mortgage, or it could have been the 
mere fact that a major post office was 
decimated. 

 As Moline put it, Ron wrote a 
letter to the families stating that they 
realize that their lives might have 
been tragically impacted by the at-
tacks or that they never received their 
mortgage statement.  However, he 
wrote that whatever the reason they 
need not worry about making pay-
ment until they were ready to resume 
payments and when they contact 
Hudson City Bank.

 “How many business leaders 
would have treated these customers 
in that fashion?” asked Moline. 

Additionally, Ron was also known 
to be against the subprime mortgage 
loans that many banks around the 
country received much criticism for 
engaging in during the recession 
around 2008.  Ron required that ap-
plicants for loans have strong credits 
and a reasonable down payment 

between 10 and 20 percent.
Ron was nationally valued for his 

knowledge in the real-estate industry 
as well, appearing regularly as an an-
alyst on CNBC with Maria Bartiromo 
and Erin Burnett. 

In a time where the college re-
quired students to dress in a full 
sport coat and tie, Ron spent four 
years at Fisher from 1965 until 1969 
with a major in political science. Kris 
Hermance truly believes that Fisher 
played a significant role in Ron’s 
success. 

 “He really wanted to honor St. 

John Fisher for all it had done for 
him because he knew he would not 
have been as successful as he was if 
he went someplace else,” she said. 
“He really felt that Fisher got him off 
to the start he needed.”

 Fisher will always have a special 
place in the hearts of the Hermance 
family. The family looked on with 
pride during the groundbreaking cer-
emony of the chapel held on Ron’s 
birthday, July 16. Several people at 
the ceremony spoke fondly of Ron 
including Moline, Bishop  Salvatore 
Matano, President Gerard Rooney, 
and the college’s Basilian fathers. 

 “The ceremony was lovely.  It was 
such a tribute to the values of St. 
John Fisher and such a great tribute 

of my husband,” his wife said. “And 
not only a tribute to my husband but 
also to to all the priests and teach-
ers and all the people that went to 
Fisher.” 

Fisher certainly has become a 
better place with Ron’s involvement 
and leadership over his lifetime.  
President Rooney was adamant when 
asked what Ron means to St. John 
Fisher. 

“Ron Hermance was one of Fish-
er’s most accomplished graduates,” 
Rooney said. “He combined his 
business acumen and professional 

success with an unwavering commit-
ment to his family, his friends, and 
his community.  Above all, his wel-
coming spirit and genuine warmth 
made him very approachable to all 
he met.  My hope is that this Chapel, 
that will bear his family’s name, will 
forever connect Ron’s legacy to the 
College and the memory of his spirit 
will enliven this beautiful new worship 
and gathering space.”

 Ron will surely be missed, but the 
new chapel will serve as a reminder 
for the entire Fisher community of his 
brilliant legacy. 

 “In spite of all of Ron’s fame and 
national recognition, he was always 
humble, always calm under pressure, 
and always a friend,” Moline added. 
“We are all better people for having 
known Ron.”           

“My hope is that this Chapel, that 
will bear his family’s name, will 
forever connect Ron’s legacy to the 
College and the memory of his spirit 
will enliven this beautiful new 
worship and gathering space.”

 
- President Gerard Rooney
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Do you live on campus, 
but wish you had your own 
place with a living room 
and a full bathroom? Do 
you ever wake up in your 
apartment on a Saturday 
morning, but wish you 
could walk across the street 
to brunch at Lackmann? 
Which is the lesser of two 
evils?

Living on campus is fun. 
You have all of your friends 
right there with you, you 
can just walk down the 
hall and jump on your 
best friend during their 
afternoon nap. Or, even 
better, you can always fi nd 
at least six people to binge 
watch vampire diaries with 
you until 3 a.m., it’s totally 
inevitable.

But what about that real-
ly annoying girl that always 
strolls into your room, at 
midnight, drunk, crying 

about her ex? Or those 
boys who think they’re 
jokesters and bang on your 
door while you’re trying 
to sleep or study? Being 
surrounded by friends at 
all times is a blast, but it 
can also get really annoy-
ing, and sometimes you 
just want to be by yourself. 
So you consider moving off 
campus.

The idea of living down-
town with four of your 
closest friends, with no 
RAs and no one to annoy 
you is probably the best 
idea. That is, until you real-
ize that you need quarters 
for your laundry, need to 
cook your own dinner, and 
must rely on your landlord 
to unclog your toilet.

So what’s better? 
“I love living on campus,” 

said sophomore Alyssa Ro-
bens. “It’s so nice to have 

the dining hall, classes, and 
my friends so close. I am 
moving off campus next 
year and I think I’ll like 
that, too, for other reasons. 
But living on campus is 
awesome.”

Sophomore Erin Hulbert 
also agreed. “I’m excited 
to move downtown just to 
change it up, but living in 
the dorms gives the full 
college experience. I like it 
a lot,” said Hulbert.

“As underclassmen, we 
sometimes really enjoy 
waking up and being able 
to walk to class 15 minutes 
later, or walk into a friend’s 
room when we feel like 
procrastinating on our 
homework - but as we get 
older, these feelings some-
times change,” she added. 

“I love having my own 
space,” said senior McKen-
zie Bezon. “I’m in class all 
day, seeing people, social-
izing, hanging out in the 
library. Once I get home, I 
have my own place where I 
can relax and focus on my 
homework or just watch 
TV and hang out with my 
roommates. I defi nitely am 
thankful I moved off cam-
pus, I loved the dorm life, 

but it got old after awhile.”
This response seemed 

to be very uniform across 
campus as multiple stu-
dents added different 
thoughts. Part of the 
enthusiasm of coming to 
college as an 18 year old 
is the freedom you have 
from your parents, and the 
opportunity to spend time 
with friends whenever you 
want to. The novelty of this 
wears off, though, as some 
get older and want their 
own space.

Sharing a bedroom with 
your roommate for the 
last 2 years has been fun, 
but what if you are sick of 
the same music, or want 
to binge watch something 
else on Netfl ix? Or what if 
you want to have your new 
boyfriend over, but things 
are getting a little awkward 
when your best friend is 
staring at you from 10 feet 
away? 

Living with your BFF4L 
is exactly what you want, 
but maybe it’s time to be 
able to take the opportu-
nity to close the door (and 
only annoy one another by 
banging on the wall at 2 in 
the morning because OMG 
NATHAN AND HAYLEY 
ARE GETTING MAR-
RIED I LOOOVE ONE 
TREE HILL).

No rules about candles, 
you can decorate and hang 
whatever you want from 
the ceiling, and you can 
sleep as much as you want 
without anyone running 
down the hall and waking 
you up. I’d say never miss 
out the dorm life as an 
underclassmen, since it’s 
something everyone should 
experience. But, once you 
hit that junior year, it’s 
sometimes better to have 
your own space and be an, 
uh, adult. 

So what do you think is 
better?

COMMUTING VS. 
LIVING ON CAMPUS
BRIDGET CARNEY | BMC03497@SJFC.EDU

       @_BRIDGETCARNEY
BRIDGET CARNEY | BMC03497@SJFC.EDU

       @_BRIDGETCARNEY
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St John Fisher now has 
23 offi cial athletic programs 
with the recent announce-
ment of adding men’s vol-
leyball effective next year. 

 The process of recruiting 
both coaches and players is 
already underway with the 
expectation that the college 
will fi eld a men’s volleyball 
team competing in the Unit-
ed Volleyball Conference 
come January of 2018.  The 
team will compete in the 
Manning & Napier Varsity 
Gym in the Ralph C. Wilson 
Jr. Athletic Center. 

 “I think that the good 
thing about it is that it gives 
us another sport in the winter 
time,” said Fisher Athletic Di-
rector Bob Ward.  “We have 
mens and womens basketball 
but there might be weekends 
where they are on the road 
and it kind of gives us anoth-
er entity where we can have 
some things going on.” 

Fisher joins Sage Col-
lege as the ninth and tenth 
additions to the conference. 
The other members include 
Bard College, Elmira College, 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Nazareth College, 
New York University, Penn 
State Behrend College, Ste-
vens Institute of Technology, 
SUNY New Paltz and Vassar 
College.  

The commissioner of the 
conference, Chuck Mitrano, 
is quoted on the conference’s 
website as saying, “St. John 
Fisher has established a mod-
el for men’s volleyball which 
will bring the team success 
and are a terrifi c fi t academ-
ically.”   

Ward expressed his excite-
ment as well as highlighting 
what the new addition will 
bring to the college.

“It gives us a little bit of 
visibility down state where 
we are trying to break into 
some of the recruiting areas 
so I think it works on several 
different levels based on the 
athletic department and for 
the school in general,” he 
said. 

Ward said the UVC imme-
diately accepted the applica-
tion making Fisher the 78th 
member of division 3 men’s 
volleyball. The UVC confer-
ence will not exactly provide 
the new team a chance to 
adjust to the competition as it 
featured six teams in the top 
13 heading into the 2016 sea-
son, according to American 
Volleyball Coaches Associa-
tion. Both Stevens and New 
Paltz were in the fi nal four 
just a year ago. 

“I would suspect that like 
all teams who are a fi rst year 
team that you’re probably 
going to struggle a bit in the 
beginning,” Ward said.  “But 
every time we’ve added a 
sport, we have become pretty 
effi cient at it in the fi rst four 
of fi ve years and sometimes 
quicker.” 

Ward pointed out that 
the fi eld hockey program is 
preparing to host the Empire 
8 tournament as the number 
one seed in just its fi fth year 
of existence. With that said, 
the level of talent at the high 
school level in the New York 
area should allow for a pain-
less transition. The women’s 
volleyball program has had 
a history of success reaching 
the conference tournament 
this season. 

Another factor always 
relevant whenever a college 
adds a men’s sport is the 
federal law, Title IX. Title IX 
is a complicated three-prong 

system that requires compli-
ance to any one of the three 
prongs. The act in general 
aims to provide women and 
men an equal opportunity for 
participation. While Fisher 
has 12 women’s programs 
compared to now 11 mens 
programs, the overall amount 
of money spent favors the 
men’s programs simply due 
to the presence of the football 
program. 

“I think people kind of 
misunderstand Title IX some-
times,” Ward said. “If you 
really dive into Title IX, one 
of the prongs is that you are 
responding to women’s needs 
and with the addition of fi eld 
hockey, golf, track and fi eld 
cross country and then 10 
years ago with lacrosse, we’ve 

really responded.”
Ward also added that the 

process did take time in terms 
of vetting, but that lawyers felt 
comfortable in approving the 
decision. 

The sprint to assemble 
20 plus athletes as well as a 
coaching staff begins, and it 
will certainly be interesting 
what the program can put 
together for its inaugural 
season. Ward feels the new 
program will only add to 
Fisher’s growing reputation. 

“I think people still look at 
Rochester as being a vibrant 
community and look at Fish-
er as being a growing insti-
tution as far as name recog-
nition in New York State and 
the east coast and growing a 
little bit more outside of that.”
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2015 was an unforgettable season for 
the St. John Fisher women’s basketball 
team. 

The Cardinals  posted an impressive 
22-5 record, the best record to date 
under head coach Marianne O’Con-
nor Ermi. The Cardinals went 15-1 in 
conference play, before losing to Ithaca 
College in controversial fashion in the 
Empire 8 semi-fi nals. Fisher still went 
on to make the NCAA tournament, 
losing in the fi rst round the Muhlen-
berg College.

 Despite the success in 2015, it is 
now time to begin a new chapter. The 
Cardinals have no time to waste due to 
three out of conference match-ups to 
begin the season. The Cardinals go on 
the road to take on The Catholic Col-
lege of America, Emmanuel College, as 
well as Union College. These games are 
all part of the EC Tip Off Classic. Ermi 
is looking forward to the challenge of 
opening up on the road. 

“Union is always a good team, and 
Catholic and Emmanuel will be tough, 
but that’s what is going to prepare 
us and get us ready for conference 
games,” she said.

Ermi went on to add “every game, 
and every experience on the court is 
going to help them down the road.” 
These games are designed for teams 
to face tough competition in order to 
ready them for the important confer-
ence games that lie later in the season. 
Junior Nicole Robinson also knows the 
importance of starting the season on 
the right foot against the non- confer-
ence opponents.

 “It is very important for our team to 
get off to fast start, mainly for our con-
fi dence and also to make sure we head 
into the conference strong,” she said.

Although the beginning of the 
season is important for the Cardinals 
to gain momentum, they face tough 
Empire 8 opponents throughout the 
middle and end of the season.  Em-
pire 8 stacks up very competitively 
against other conferences nationwide, 
sending teams each year to the NCAA 
tournament. Ermi fully understands 
the implications that each conference 
game has. 

“They are all rivalry games,” she 
said.  “Every single one of those games 

count, and the girls get up for that.” 
The winner of the Empire 8 receives 

an automatic qualifi er for the NCAA 
tournament, making each and every 
game an opportunity to move closer to 
an NCAA tournament berth. 

Although the road ahead seems 
daunting, Ermi is confi dent that her 
team has what it takes to be successful. 
She will be counting on her 3 senior 
captains to help lead the way.  McKen-
zie Bezon will start for the Cardinals 
for her fourth straight year, while Maria 
Kelleher enters this season with an 
improved jump shot expected to play 
signifi cant minutes. The third captain, 
Emily Piacentini looks to pick up right 
where she left off in 2015.  The senior 
started every game while averaging 
ten points a game. Ermi has complete 
faith in these three players. While she 
acknowledged that they have big shoes 

to fi ll, she maintained that her senior 
captains are ready to lead this year’s 
team. 

In addition to the seniors, Ermi is 
expecting underclassmen Robinson, 
and Caroline Robertson to be consis-
tent contributors. They were described 
by Ermi as key players for the 2016-17 
season. 

Joining the team this year are six 
freshmen. Fisher generally does not 
hold this many freshmen, however, 
Ermi is very confi dent in this group. 
She expects 6’3 Liga Kalinina to be an 
immediate contributor. 

The Cardinals will tip off the season 
in Washington, D.C. against The Cath-
olic University of America, the fi rst of 
three EC Tip Off Classic games. Fish-
er’s fi rst home is on Nov. 27th where 
they will face the Medaille Mavericks.

large eXpectationS for 
women’S BaSKetBall

ROBERT KELLS | RGK05261@SJFC.EDU
       @ROBERT_KELLS

ROBERT KELLS | RGK05261@SJFC.EDU
       @ROBERT_KELLS

MckenZie beZon proviDeD by Fisher aThleTics

猀
瀀

漀
爀

琀
猀

Issue 2  November 2016 | Cardinal Courier          17

The St. John Fisher College men’s 
basketball team is looking to add 
to it’s recent success and bounce 
back from a tough loss in last 
years Empire 8 conference fi nals.

The Cardinals failed to get an at 
large bid after going 21-6 overall and 
14-2 in conference. They were defeat-
ed in the conference championship 
by Hartwick College 93-91, which 
ultimately ended their school re-
cord 28 game home winning streak.

That game would mark the 
last time seniors Tyler Hart and 
Chaz Lotte would be in uniform 
for Fisher. Hart was second on 
the team in scoring averaging 15 

points per game and while Lotte 
was battling injuries all season, 
he was still a major contributor.   

In their absence, junior guards 
Alex Sausville and Tyler English 
look to lead the way after both av-
eraging over 10 points last season.

“As a team, we expect noth-
ing less than an E8 cham-
pionship,” English said.

When asked about oth-
er players having a bigger role 
this season he went on to say,

“I’m hoping guys like Ryan Hen-
derson and Jake Haight, who had 
minor roles last year, can step up 
and be a big part of the team.”

In order for the team’s aspirations 
of winning a conference champi-
onship to come true, those guys 
will have to bring a major spark 
off the bench. As far as roles go, 
no one’s is bigger this season than 
6’8” senior Keegan Ryan. He has 
been averaging double-digit points 
since his freshman year and aver-
aged a double-double last season 
with 17 points and 10 rebounds. If 
the Cardinals wish to make a deep 
run into the NCAA tournament, it 
will be with Ryan leading the way.

The men’s basketball team will 
start the season with nine non-con-
ference games, which includes two 
tournaments, and then end the season 
with 16 straight conference games.

After only losing two games 
against conference opponents 
last year, the stretch goal is going 
undefeated in Empire 8 action.

While many players voiced 
their optimism, they fully re-
alize that it will not be easy. 

Fisher will have to win tough road 
games against cross town rival Naz-
areth, as well as Ithaca, Stevens, 
and then end the regular season at 
Hartwick looking to gain momentum 
into the conference tournament.  

With assistant coach Sean Coffey 
departing to take the head coach-
ing job at Utica College, the bas-
ketball program is excited about 
the arrival of Aquinas high school 
head coach Mike Grosodonia.

Grosodonia is coming off win-
ning a state championship last sea-
son with the Lil’ Irish and his ad-
dition to the coaching staff is sure 
to have a positive effect this year.

He joins head coach Rob Kornaker 
and assistants Chris Sullivan and 
David Borelli. Kornaker has a record 
of 295-120 in his 15 years as head 
coach and is looking to win his 7th 
Empire 8 Championship this season.

“Our success can be direct-
ly contributed to the hard 
work of our players and entire 
coaching staff,” said Kornaker.

The Cardinals open their season 
against SUNY Poly on Nov. 15 and 
follow that up with their home open-
er versus Hobart College on Nov. 19.

men’S BaSKetBall 
hopeS to get BacK to 
ncaa tournament
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2015 was an unforgettable season for 
the St. John Fisher women’s basketball 
team. 

The Cardinals  posted an impressive 
22-5 record, the best record to date 
under head coach Marianne O’Con-
nor Ermi. The Cardinals went 15-1 in 
conference play, before losing to Ithaca 
College in controversial fashion in the 
Empire 8 semi-fi nals. Fisher still went 
on to make the NCAA tournament, 
losing in the fi rst round the Muhlen-
berg College.

 Despite the success in 2015, it is 
now time to begin a new chapter. The 
Cardinals have no time to waste due to 
three out of conference match-ups to 
begin the season. The Cardinals go on 
the road to take on The Catholic Col-
lege of America, Emmanuel College, as 
well as Union College. These games are 
all part of the EC Tip Off Classic. Ermi 
is looking forward to the challenge of 
opening up on the road. 

“Union is always a good team, and 
Catholic and Emmanuel will be tough, 
but that’s what is going to prepare 
us and get us ready for conference 
games,” she said.

Ermi went on to add “every game, 
and every experience on the court is 
going to help them down the road.” 
These games are designed for teams 
to face tough competition in order to 
ready them for the important confer-
ence games that lie later in the season. 
Junior Nicole Robinson also knows the 
importance of starting the season on 
the right foot against the non- confer-
ence opponents.

 “It is very important for our team to 
get off to fast start, mainly for our con-
fi dence and also to make sure we head 
into the conference strong,” she said.

Although the beginning of the 
season is important for the Cardinals 
to gain momentum, they face tough 
Empire 8 opponents throughout the 
middle and end of the season.  Em-
pire 8 stacks up very competitively 
against other conferences nationwide, 
sending teams each year to the NCAA 
tournament. Ermi fully understands 
the implications that each conference 
game has. 

“They are all rivalry games,” she 
said.  “Every single one of those games 

count, and the girls get up for that.” 
The winner of the Empire 8 receives 

an automatic qualifi er for the NCAA 
tournament, making each and every 
game an opportunity to move closer to 
an NCAA tournament berth. 

Although the road ahead seems 
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She will be counting on her 3 senior 
captains to help lead the way.  McKen-
zie Bezon will start for the Cardinals 
for her fourth straight year, while Maria 
Kelleher enters this season with an 
improved jump shot expected to play 
signifi cant minutes. The third captain, 
Emily Piacentini looks to pick up right 
where she left off in 2015.  The senior 
started every game while averaging 
ten points a game. Ermi has complete 
faith in these three players. While she 
acknowledged that they have big shoes 

to fi ll, she maintained that her senior 
captains are ready to lead this year’s 
team. 
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tent contributors. They were described 
by Ermi as key players for the 2016-17 
season. 

Joining the team this year are six 
freshmen. Fisher generally does not 
hold this many freshmen, however, 
Ermi is very confi dent in this group. 
She expects 6’3 Liga Kalinina to be an 
immediate contributor. 

The Cardinals will tip off the season 
in Washington, D.C. against The Cath-
olic University of America, the fi rst of 
three EC Tip Off Classic games. Fish-
er’s fi rst home is on Nov. 27th where 
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Slc renoVationS near completion

NICOLE ROBINSON | NKR08808@SJFC.EDU |     @NKR08808
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It has been about a month since 
the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Athletic 
Center opened their front doors to 
the public again after a summer full 
of renovations. If you attend Fisher, 
it is no surprise to see construc-
tion going on around campus. The 
college has been growing every year, 
so the school thought it would be an 
efficient idea to start the three stage 
plan in the athletic center.

“Fisher does not have a conven-
tion center so the SLC (Student Life 
Center) is the next best thing on 
campus,” said Bob Ward, St. John 
Fisher College Athletic Director. “We 
all thought that the look of the build-
ing had to change.”

The three stage plan was put into 
place five years ago. The plan in-
cludes renovations on the coaches 
suite, the inside and outside entry-
way, and the locker rooms. Eventually 
they hope to find money for the old 
locker rooms, which will complete 
the three stage plan.

The first stage was the coaches 
suite. Renovations took place three 
years ago over the course of the 
summer. Originally, the coaches suite 
was close and compacted. Now, it is 
a long, spacious hallway that consists 
of many different offices for coaches 
and employees of the athletic depart-
ment. 

Stage two consisted of remodel-
ing the new public locker rooms for 
non-athletes, faculty, and alumni last 
year. Before renovations, the locker 
room was dull, old, and in desperate 
need of a fix. Now, the locker rooms 
look brand new, with showers, a paint 
and tile job, and a lot of extra room. 

Stage three, which is the most re-
cent, is the redecorating of the varsity 
gym locker rooms and the entryway. 

“Last year, the outside entryway 

consisted of about thirty steps in 
order to get into the front entrance 
of the SLC,” said Phinehas Jacques, 
a student athlete and athletic center 
worker.  “Then when you walked in, 
it looked very traditional and some 
what out of date. Now, it is much 
easier to walk up and down the stairs 
to get into the building. There is also 
a more modern look to the building, 
and makes the SLC very new.”

The only thing left to do is to 
remodel the old locker rooms near 
the SLC which is included into stage 
two. There is a lot of empty space that 
is not being used. The idea would be 
to rearrange the locker rooms to be 
more beneficial for traveling teams 
and non-traditional teams for their 
off season. 

“Every summer it is always a chal-
lenge to get into the athletic center 
since the Bills training camp is here,” 
said Marianne O’Connor Ermi, head 
coach for women’s basketball. “This 
summer it was especially hard, since 
the Bills were here and they were 
doing all the construction. For me, I 
was not able to get from my office to 
the varsity gym without going outside 
and walking all the way around the 
building. It was a huge hassle.” 

“I am not from Rochester, so I go 
home during the summer,” said Car-
oline Robertson. “When I came back 
to school, the construction down by 
the gym was almost done but not 
completely. For about the first month 
of classes it was hard to know how 
to get into the gym. Certain doors 
would be blocked off, and it was an-
noying to walk from the weight room 
to the fitness center. I am very happy 
that all the construction is done and 
now there are no more complications 
getting into the SLC.” 

All of these renovations came 

about through a strategic plan to 

try and improve the first response 

look when walking into the Ralph C. 

Wilson Jr. Athletic Center. The idea 

sprung from the fact that there are a 

lot of different events that happen in 

the athletic center. 

The student life center holds 

events ranging from open houses for 

new students and parents, to grad-

uation for nursing students. Alumni 

are always coming in and out of the 

building, whether they are working 

out or watching a sporting event. 

And recruits are constantly walking 

around, trying to see if Fisher is the 

right fit for them. 

The current renovations are sched-

uled to be completed by the time 

Christmas break rolls around. The 

athletic center is open and all the 

main construction is done. The only 

tasks left to complete are of minor 

detail. 

Some of the minor details include 

a video wall that is in the starting 

stages. The wall will be an interac-

tive screen that show all teams on 

campus. It will provide the team 

schedules, rosters, records, and 

more. Next to the screen, will be 

a wall fully committed to the 23 

teams that play at Fisher. On the 

opposite wall, there will be a hall 

of fame, that shows all the student 

athletes in the past who have made 

their mark for St. John Fisher Ath-

letics. 

Jessica Rhone, a junior on the 

women’s basketball team said, “Al-

though it was a nuisance over the 

summer trying to get into the build-

ing with all the construction, it was 

definitely worth it. The place looks 

great now.”
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NOT ALL SUBS ARE 
CREATED EQUAL

Bringing you fresh baked rolls and cookies all day, every day.

GET A 

FREE 
SMALL SUB!  

1. Sign up at ClubBread.com
2. Wait 24 hours for your welcome email
3. Redeem your first reward

BRIGHTON
390 E. Henrietta Rd.

(585) 256-2060

HENRIETTA
620 Jefferson Rd.

(585) 475-1831

DOWNTOWN
1876 East Ave.
(585) 473-1118

GREECE
2540 Ridgeway Ave.

(585) 225-8440

IRONDEQUOIT
1405 East Ridge Rd.

(585) 266-0288

FAIRPORT
6720 Pittsford-Palmyra Rd.

(585) 223-2140

WEBSTER
1900 Empire Blvd.

(585) 787-1320

JOIN CLUB BREAD!

3 MILES 
FROM 

CAMPUS!

Visit dibellas.com to view our menu!


